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THE OPERATIONS OP THE 2HD BATTALIOH, 394TH INFANTRY 
(99TH INFABTHY DIVISION) 1H IMS GSRMN COOTTisEOFFEHSIYE 

VICINITY OP LOSHEIMERGRABEN, GERMANY, 16-19 DECEMBER 1944 

,A,?sTT?xrRiAmTAM 

This monograph covers the operations of the 2nd Battalion, 

SMth Isfaptyy^ 99th Infantry Division* in the German potmterr 

cff azaAiva • during the Bariod 16=19 Beeembe? 1944* 
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* «+• r*ocm«f* 4ri r f j I l^wTricp tfaA ^±±1 -etlons ^r t,M# 

.ttalion. it is neeesaary to review the events leading up to 

the action* 

ij V'iMi'i "fe '• '" * '' ^ '«" ̂ ' • ' J U . ,« i,- „,,'T / , , { , 

B̂eeatxî ,v,of the extended frontage held by the Allies in the 
I 
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fall of 1944 — approximately 800 miles fpssi the MORxH SlA.to 

the SWISS border -- many portions of the- front were lightly h # W 

to alle^ the Hassing of troops at more critical areas^ The 

ARDEMES sector was selected as one of those to be lightly held* 

jk German attack through this a^ea with its thick for-eats* 3ragga# 

t'srrais. and neer road nets was eonsidarad moat toilikaly# 

voHMaquently# B#W **gt^i&d 
, M ^r * _ Jt „ _ 

• v i i * w«rx-«» w-«.ss.-^»=r^i Aist u i i i « • «s^~^-

to receive... their battle indoctrination* (l) 

The 99th Infantry Biviaion* newly arrived from ENGLMD 

ras attached to V Corps on S Sovexaber 1944, (2) and began moving 

f » t , tfea - l i n e s t o " r e l i e v e e l e s & n t a o r ¥ c;arpa i n the AMI?1MH^ 

4 . * » W « » L . W . : ? - 5 ^ -

s e c t o r • At i/xixai &JLM ?̂ « Myr^^, « jpar? ol tMtj n r ^ u u^ j^my^ 

•^^gf'"^^gfeg^|-the ^riai^i Mrtsf," ̂ nd was pushing agate^t-, th#:, 

Siegfried line. (Sae Map 4) -'- ''r,7,: 
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Mil D imi Ba t ta l ion 7 a 2^fensa aa i WitMr&w&l 
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^ V - . - ^ ..-..i-^'-.*r.:.-rff , ,«,%,-J »% * 

Tli@ DiTisio^ was dispossd along a very wide frontf extending 

from MONSCBAU in the north to LOSElIMliaEABlII in the soutlif with 

three regiments on line. The 395th Infantry held the northern 

. »_ JL. \. » » * 
sec tor witn t>ne yy^-Ta xnrantry in %m earner , ana un§ ^y^-cn 

Infan t ry on the Qorpe south flank* ( S w j t e p B ) (3) maammmmum 

The period from 8 November to 12 December 1944t ̂ as a quiet 

OAe'-for ths Division* Active patrolling was conducted and all 

-units worked on improving their defensive positions* 

i Is order to prevent the G-ermans i±-Qm iiwuin« u±x*3 nuaa • 

valley across tha front of the Aliiad Armiee to the north of the 

r\T* 

the ¥ Corps to attack and secure the dams in its zone* (4) 

The attack was to start on 13 December, with four Divisions J 
=v Ji 

abreast/ the Btiu 'If'&th*. ZB& am 99th f̂ os« serih to sonxa is that 

order* (5) The mission of the 99th Division was to conduct 

limited objective attacks in the northsi-a portion of its ssaiM 

with the? 395th Infantry and the 393rd Infantry t ~m±« ̂n« „y?4w 

Infantrj w&s_-to--kold in place*- (6) 

In g-a&er&l*' tha .Elvia lon. was,is;: i ^ # i 
_ _ - 1 T S_ i l ^ . j S 4 i . i f c i 

I *"* But condition for 

its first offensive action* Th# month which it had spent in a 

static posit ion is the line had been pat to good use* Tr^^ing 

in ail pha^as of winter operations had b^sn eesdactad and 

improved and strsngtksnad by the addition of logs and earth 

placed over the tops of all fox holes, and the troops were fast 

rGsltiuiis were 
i CI.1, <f»f**«<»<tll_!.'V; 

. s-

u aborning: efficient oomba 
5 «VT»CJ 

(3) A- l , p . 304 
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Supplies, with tile exception'•off--special winter clothings 

; * f j k - - -.v.4 4 - § * « * 
wera a»«auajc$, Xuu '0ifi#er ccxLci wea^ner ana aeet> snow through. 

_ _ — St _ - i - »-

uuy una surest msae T*ne mail reex. unc i a o s ox p r o p a r winder 

c lo th ing , e spec i a l l y galoshes which would f i t over the combat 

hoot.. . A r t i l l e r y and mortar amm;u^itioa-mi-ra-tizmmiL^ but was 

adecruate fo r tin 

•l i i ts i i lgen'es r e p o r t s '"ITOM Ei^M^'tlMai^i^k^le^B I^ixeatefi '** 

eee tor wag maimea by I n f e r i o r t roops from thm 277th iTQ Div l -

'alb&# (7) How wrong' t he se r epor t s were was proven in a very 

shor t t ime. Instead of in f e r i o r t roops , t h i n l y spread through-

rat the bunkers of t h e SSKSxlIED l ine* the enemy had been mass-

<8BI 

DP—r 

ili •. t ,nv* "v. (,-»)/ ̂ yi^WWt'a* '••< 

ing for his greatest oounteroxfensile ox the war. (o) Actually9 

the German Units facing the Division ware Thm 12th SB Panser 

SiTislon; th# 1st SS Panzer Division; the 326th VG Division; 

the XZVOL vir uiYisxon; une ira faniir firenaaier Division; ana 

thM 277th ¥d Division*-.. 19) Sfess©-..troops war.# in.-.asssllsat-

^ t M l v i o ^ - a i s ai^pj ^n,lSl#E* « m i l a s l # w.,%£i# 

German Army* Their eombat witl?l£g.QW « 3 S as 5»TS" srxor 

JW3g 

*&E 

fhe fact-that the Germans ^#re planning a aotrntwoffgnsl* 

was known to Allied Intelligence Agencies as #arly as I Dad'a&%$?#-
< «*p>. *»'*.*.','.»-<•*• (i.-^jWv^Vit'f'^ff' 

- • ; . ! ' • 

of a large build up of crack troops along the First Army front, § 

This 3stlfB&t» listed many new units with their exact locations, | 

mxt, in tta"eoiibiusioa9 stated that tne posalbllities of a : 

iWemt 

17} •••^-JV'lSftp opi»¥tfc^p# 7! 

— ' T - ' . k i . 

^ "•• • • - • . : . . - .-:.••. ..:':..-<•".'.. I:.'•:,'. J ^ 1 ""-""• - » • -^ .•..• •.,'-, .--V,. .* • . •«• V4i^-X.. " . -̂  -: v •' .. • ". '.•, >; ' . f t } j^!-^;. / f< Vjy^.iM<-};fi^ ^V^Wh*- '':'y ' 

1 « 

wrcls 

e g 

«-te '" •• "•• ' ; , J 5 ' ^ - - : 7" V«l* " * " » • ' < • • ' » < > • • > • >!>*•»>•»• « • . ! . , ( • 

— - ™ »*_. * 



*•**&*. 1^'jrjJSK-*!*'*—>»**~r~4**m m*0*«'^»i-w*<~ •~^^~-*^*^^-^J**:^^'^^-^^<*J*^ i*m*miwm\MttiiiiMuii!y.M >imiiiMMt m»K.~*dmr:ir^inr. :•**,,< 1 

ntt, *,.. ivfc''' ««* •'•<+ ->c ww>̂ >>»)»» -fct^ i . ir» >• ' . ,->.j tW>iMi *?/ »* ^w.'Ji-miwsj 

- ^ - T, 

f , * l 1 ? ""'pT »•;*•>.•-*,_•<*«&' '**• • " • ^ • • • . . ' • ^ ' - w ^ ' - ' r V * - " • -r*^<v»> • *»-**#» ~<, *>..(*.• J * . 
•fl« rWrtii.f i lww u J M f w ^ • jiMMy^ «*<*«^P'%iSsi^M'^-^*«l^ .»,ni|iia>iMJj|^4»^. •>-*. ., l^v l>^^t,^,» .>„.,..=>,.,„rr^ J * * * * * ^W^*M*^- ~MM~« : X " C ' '.*-' f ' rf

r,V*l n^mKmMm»^•xm^a^u^«»^n^K^>'m,t^a^amrt-

counterattack were not #urrentf as such an attack would most 

.probably be I^unoh^d after oux -troops. Mai.. pressed the E01E 

(101 RIVER 

EBE HBGiMEHTAL SITUATION 

On 13 December/the" 394t!T'I^^ 

-witH tne and Batsaxion on the left, 1st Battalion on the right 

and the 3rd Battalion in a reserTs position* (See Map C? This 

Bat-tall a & f c ^ - t m '4VMI mmsio^ of^G!®mtituttn& •th0,3iMMpM,^-—. 

Reserve and also of protecting the right flank of the Corps* 

fhe mission of the Segiment was to hold in plaee and make 

^ ^ e ^ af £©.F£3 by I**£rejfcsiRg its fire on that portion of the 

.JSJKSIK^^ Tk& 2nd Battalion ̂ aa simply 

ordered to increase its fires with mortars and artillery on 

observed or likely targets* 111) 

THE BATTALION SITUATION 

The 2nd Battalion was extended over a 300uyaru front with 

* i se companies on U n a , 2 C.sapaay on tk# l # f t f ? So^pamy 

i n t h e c e n t e r aM & Gom^an- en the r i g h t s (gee Map_B) A l l 

'•'ifo ̂  *)' Atl*-̂ ''.*.' 

. - --€emp&nles wers at approximately.90 psr sest of authorized r 

strengtiu The month spent in this position had hv&n utilised 

by the Battalion to strengthen its area* Of ~neoesaltys. the area [ 

was defended by a series of mutually supporting strong points, | < 

I as the extremely ̂ ?M# .frontage presented the use of a normal | 
K **? 

defensive set up* However, automatic weapons had good fields | 
. . . . . . . . ...... ** 

of fire and inttrloeking I*PLs# All foxholes had been improved 1 
is 
a* 

m 

by the audition of he^Ty...±Q& end packed earth across the tops* | 
" * ' • • • ' • ~? •"..-'....'..-..:.. . ' . --::...• 5 _ , 

— J 

(10) A«-4j P* 102 ' ' * ' • • • 
-* % * \ J* **^Sw • Af» i^£= 
t-.v,!,.;, . .v^r|S£*I*l&X. jt^pw^syugg,^ 

"v" <¥"•. »•**•>.. ;̂  
'*' r* $''• V+i"**<&*>"*\?*.{« •'y%.-iti\;-i:f »'ii.»««t/j**jl »-;*.-i« ( • • y ' w y ^ , , it j , ^ l f . < ? . «,c* #,j^,,jitw ,«;» V. ;«^>iS*t.*.*'*v-*-4».'i^««^B.<i«-' i ^i.',^,; ^it^.^.ittft.y^ u ^ . r - : ^ H « I V • : 4 « ' - ^ *,*..i? 

^ ^ • %i>V^'*n - l . ̂ ^- .•",'• j,a^-i"'«'i «> 
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• •SK >.' »•«• • . ian^w<-^>^»* *Mivmm<#iti,->***<''***> ,-M**t>±*'.Jf'»w•>~J3i^l*j^%<^*a*^i^4aw,aki^ 

' 1TET 

,T * - » ' • + ,v / ' I " V I 

^ ^ . - . - ' . ' . . t a n - - • n M * . « i a ^ i 4 - l •fc-v-l'* 

" :•' ,V * - l t - M* ' 1 ' " •" L " . " 

f ' • i 

[ I 

I • - • - . . . - | 

. ^ . x»^^A ,o «^ V.Q^ y*̂ -M* w/N-rtirari n«-h in minute d e t a i l * The B a t t a l i o n f i r e p lan nafi oe W i , . ^~~ , 

Capta in Robert E. Manriheimer, Commanding Of r i s e r , O^pany u , 

,_ w . . * „ ^ ' : A.^t-fii «^v Ll&israt O f f i c e r , apant 
and Capta in Jos&pu Miignu. • JUT 

«*«* hours i n p s r r e e t x n g x^ Tna raii af t h e i r Isfeer =as 
* » • ? ? • " 

y X ' C ' S Q i i I i i**^*.? i--. i a ^ t h s next fo^r days* -n — *— -« —« ««».*.** 

•oTsr „ „—J """csntrafcions planuses t;o p l o t t e d t o cover gaps In the tfriiS anu cone 

- o v s « a l l l i k e l y ' t a r g e t s * fiaa sacr tars ..of H cespeOT w»^a 

AtBT? J. a ,o«d |.n flid "'rear- o f r Oi^fanf * 5#«f---s?^F •**/-

Supply in the Battalion was e; excellent, all troops were 

fed three hot meals a day, but, due" to the static pasitioii and 

-- the troops were beginning io feei 
the inability to mors rrsei^ 

t h e lack"of special winter clothing especially galoshes ani 

parkas. Xn i-nsrsil, the Battalion was in excellent conax,xu« 

when the' SVision attack;was launched dn-the'isai e!r iMOTfc**. 

However 
sss serious o*rer*ight on the part of .Higher 

Commanders during the period was to make Itself felt in the days 

to coma. In spii« of repeated requests by the Battalion, 

Sediment had refused to allow any reconnaissance to be made for 

a -ryui's of fxxnaj •srs s n ? .Blsnt. Savia . Tor 

: ^ l i S « » * * ^ 

possible occupation or positions TO T,H« X-O&X- .XU UHO o*~* * 

withdrawal was xorcea* 
In- ̂  law of .-the-Teŝ  wide-f-«-&tsg* h$ 14 

by all units, of the Regiment, it Is relt that plans fori 

possible withdrawal should have been made* 

The month during which %he haitalloh had b^#n in ***c--.-i:s 

had brought to light another fact which should have been detected 

by higher Cowmandera and eorr#oted, This was the utter failure 

xv.*̂ jj£iHaJft«ijJj "W '.^"^''s 

(12) Personal knowledge 
i 

..1 

»*Hrtf*^ii*w^^ 4t,V' • - !;.;,:..iiii..^4>J^4LJ^^J^^ 

'I." .-•,.- : t il_ 

I 

p#̂ ir. ,.- . i%.^x^; ^t'^vTJ^gg^r^T-'i 

• X # l * ~ J j VH 

*-/*"* *-#!««*«"!* 4. *fgK^*> jfkj * .- w--*^ .^^V'"* .. ..i 



>..« <*m^-m*rf.***'-ttK~* * * » * » # ' 40*<**-**->i 
Wim»J^k^&^^iiM^0^m»A^0^ify^^S^M^^m 

I a 

i 1 

i , - * .. < • • . »*!• 

" • * * . •':>*$..• 

J W V > A 

a^c": »'H^': •!•*''- ijw^M^-'*^ 

on the part of the Battalion Commander to attempt to ezsrois© 

^ ^ T ~OM3*&nC* C*T o O r i t r - O l ".0*fcei». h i S . .-JBlLfetflQLX&ii* ^ b - i a f | f t i , » a e ^ - . ^ ^ 

s t r & t b a t o t h e Begimant&i Goimnandar. t h e D l ¥ l s I o n nnrrwond^ 
"• . .. "* • * ^ * • - • , ' - — y 

>ther h i g h e r s t a f f o f f i c e r s on s i rer^ v i s i t *»*d* - - - - — *-% and o— 

the Battalion* 

I * - " ^ T g t & * -sn *» *+-& fr^< -zjz, --, , r^:i . ~ *v t 
"^ '•*"' ~"*sm*e» ^ - o A - f c v w i ' *£*« S^Tl 1 

- " - " " - i Q n u03uuanu6x' wouxa n e v e r acconmsr'Tr 

-*. ~*A *i idpsct: ioa of t h e p o s i t i o n s u n l e s s 

Off icer 1 and thp ft-*- *~ «-v iu vviiuuct Ttie r e g i m e n t a l Commander o r 

o f f l o a d s on t h e B a t t a l i o n s i t u a t i o n and p l a n s , ha would have 

£•** . . . * 

T:O Mr«,T. them to a member- of the staff for an ana •«=* ^ J - % - » J . * V J w a r . Th i s 
was eoinmentod on by t h e Reg imen ta l n ^ ^ 

o c c a s i o n s . (13) K o w g l r a ^ n 

-, t h e D i v i s i o n 

on s e v e r a l 
^ ..-* * , -? ..<--., 

? ,.„ «W W A W i W£li5 baleen t o r e l i e f s this 

o f f l e a n &nd t h a B s t * s l i » ' - . ' S u f f ^ r s d *3 a 

r e s u l t of t h i s man ?5 e e - a - d i c s 

' .'V,*V'.- '-S1?-' 

JKAKKATXON 

f r l l # O n H F © *• +•« l 4 
.v s £ 3 £ * j - * s i*EX^ i / i V X i l O S 

-ft.t-tJB|>?lr **»• 

1 V I A -WHO; 

-*-•= -A^vij,- o.^vllj Slid l o t h o f u&a&mh&r* ^TiiAnf +• 

i n c r e a s e i t = f ix . s Gii =iri^ *» V + 4 - 5 » i i « * J * V * ^ I S i ^ r i T r . f . * 

%j xzs ironz* m i 

indication of any unusual snaay activity on t.i 
r*a* T " - » * S . * " I «• 

r* i^Tr-» 1-i 
i S ^ - S H j-i 

< i-j i - i . r ! M r i "s ne ^^nVLJ.W OI* X b - 1 5 D « 0 - * « » ^ 
V^ N^^LL W »T» i * j» 

4*'ISBT ^ J L Y U ^ ^ . ^ ^ T ^ -T^o.,1, „ , i i • „ <te,j. X'.•»<•'• •./'K- (WA,*""*, ••»».' i * . « , •*).•<• .•.-« ,-»,->,-•:' • ^-*w^»-

: ad sa 7: <n. 

?xî n ̂ ne 

';*. «*>v«V» V i f i 

At 0530 on the i6tfty howver, the quiet #as diapalis*! b; 

a terrific two hour barrage of mortar, artillery ana isuiti-

barreiled. rocket fira alon.a- *->, **m fHi »"•» ^ * -TT 

enxixre KSgimeiitai i > o n t * ( i4> 

>£-( I S ) P e r s o n a l kncwledi 
(14) A-4 , p s 103 ' ._. ^ 

>»<iOT>jm.. 

- ; - ' , r v ^ ^ " ; ' : , i . . . , f . - • i" ; - J ** ' , ' - , ' : ? •• . - - - - • - — 5 

, > /* f .*?•>> < »r'*'»> 
>.„r«*. --f^-wtvrtVT-vr •.••.tf̂ '.̂ ;"" . t e ' ^ ' ; ^ " -:.;I-T^'H- ' wassr ^ : ^ . ; • - ^ f ^ / 5 7 ^ " ! " ' 5 ^ / - ^ ' k <>^ '^> '^ '" - ' - - •'•>";5f' ' ' " -"H 

. * . _ . .u . 

* ^ r t - •''•• 
-V.*--S' > i r ^ ^4ttJ»£*^v:'T-w^i«&*^!:?'*5'"i - I 



./-.U-ie^ "*«" .-**«*<* Ĉ ";,' ̂ ^Ztl*^i ^mr#^^^*^Jiiji&M0*mi><* mm*m#'#»*m**mt*^* ih'^iii^^dM'tfttfB^^iWiglilf^ 'jl 

>\,« : *.*, 

jp^m»,^giw;^ ^^v-^^. '"^^S^i^^ 

L 

m • 

I 

i 

The Battalion CP, which had been located in a small huntim? 

lodge, was immediately moved into dugouts which iiad been r>r#« 

Tidusij prepared J.11 wire Itasf to the Companies'. «ssfc out i 

a Tery short time, and radio M i to b# relied on to maintain 

** 

eontaot with the Begimeiital OP m£ the Oompa.niss« A-LJ. p G o s i u i o 

pTftpar«.tiong were aade to . laeiit the a t t a s k wkl^mTio^al? 

15533$. £. ?£JLls?..i|*s barrage.,;-,-•.;._..;-, 

The Ba t t a l i on did no t have long to isai t £ At 0?_3S hours* 

Companies i and f repor ted In fan t ry and tanks moving towards 

t h e i r p o s i t i o n s # Here the p r i o r planning on the pa r t of the 
, Trl.v». I '•"•><* «•'*« ' -&-

neavy Weapons Company commander and th 

paid off-

!f!,*s#f4*!# 

"-"***• f i r e brought t o bs«r ©J 

e Artillery Liaison Officer 

tp# attae&ere «ssis -ss 

W£-l^i^4^:^,S^i:>a^#' WBtll^tlf-
A T 

•^•^."•M.K-C-J, „,, 

as it was in a heavily wooded areaf reported, only small enemy 

-grstipe ts it .4* •sri sssiiy rspslis£a Howev^rf at 

approximately 1000 hours* a strong enemy fere^ estimates to be a 

Battalion of Infantry smpporteS by tanks hit the left flank of 1 

aompany^ CIS} (Em Map PI All possible fires were brought to 

-•:%ear* but tha ''eneffljr suoee^a in p#n#^r^tlng the left platoon of 

this Oompanjs It was at this point that xeohnieal Sergeant Frsd 

...Wallaoe called f©r artillery fir© c& M I owja position- Thm fire 

effectively stopped the at-teek' and the Germans remaining- in the 

•^••p%i&^ib^ f̂ a ^ i i QomwrntBa fox 
holes prevented any eaaualtiei from the artillery fire in this 

platoon, 

(15) A~2f p # 10 
<•*'' * r " «iv; • ""V 

' '*'" *' " *" , *: • A.w' „,.'**' vy^vC-'w/r-:-*"1 • ><j ,.'-" M . , . ' i"^; > - ..,:», v-V.'iW-t.^V/^Vv,v. ' i .^ '> -V<- f . ". -' ' '• V»*. ' ,L V • '• • ;,>t.v-, f . , , .vV;,,-

"!"" 

• 4 ^ ^ : * r " ? ' - ^ i 

*„!... ̂ <.'il^ -TT ^ ^ ^ ^ « ^ : 
:-rii^ - ^ v • • ^ ^ ^ ^ r : " ^ x r ^ n s ^ ^ ^ 
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1 
* 
1 
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^**9i^«i.^tV * '-^ 
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, ^^»./-rywv^^-gi,jt>rVJ^>l^. ^-##irfM* MwWlMf^//^-w 

I 1 

HS*'^ ^,i^W««Sa«W^ W***®-****^^ ^«%J>#«t^^ --•1*A---̂* %*^^r»«^»te^<-- • •''&!*&*!&&&<'*• ' 'HtagHMsg 

jgjjgj£;' 

During the short lull which followed, Captain William G. J I 

Patterson, Commanding Officer, Company E," while 'checking 1 ! 

_ -Swgeaat Wallace's plateeay found a sstll g?Siap of sen »«= '^ " f _ j 

the 1st Battalion of the 593rd Infantry which had been on the ' I j 

i s f t o f E Company. They reported that the Germans had driven ! ! 

feaelr Battalion back 3#v3rai hundred yards, (See Ma« m J 

• • * " • " • : ; ; • = • - Thls *»**,»* ŝ*!rt.ad,*.a.she., aatt.aXiea,CPs ,sns :R pa^B0i - ̂ ^ ^ J =., .| 

|| „,.,.<JO»Poaea o f -s^^rs of the Battalion Haadmaartarr nospaay was - " j i 

« dispatched to attempt to locate the 1st Battalion of the 393-d - -

«-•• ..•^Afc^t^.^.tJS d^^i^ii^-feha daPix of ̂tha ̂ etrationV'' Kii- '" ""*[ ""'"" I 

, : patrol rftturo»4 in about m minute*to report that they could ". I 

flna no sign of the 355th Infantry, out that the woods were 1 

filled with Germans. The support platoon of g Q o a w - was . .'. 1 

shifted over to eo?i? this expense! -fiesk, -- - ' " f 
— - — - - ••- • - • • . . . J k 

- This situation ^as reported to tha liegimsnfcsl .r.«mm»»«»y _-,- | 

who attached the Mine Platoon of Regiz-sntsI Saadqu**l**a ^ 

Company to the 2nd Battalion. This unit was used to reinforce f 

fcuS p l a t o o n Of ¥, C o s a s s i r ss, 4-,r.- = .*.*.*._-!«•-_«_ , . - . . - ^ , ...,. . * 
^ ^ " • ~ ~ • • i 

ifc arrived at 1400 hours» (If4 '„.--- * 

m • Waaerous « M U attacks were repulsed during the remainder " 

of the day, but, by night fall of the 15th of December, the 

:• situation on « w front of the Snd Battalion was'relatively . ' "'~j ". . 

quiet* A. check of the Battalion revealed it to be in very I 

«°° a °^3ition? so ground had bean logt, ana casualties had- I ' 

been very light, I t ^ with a filing *? p r l ^ that a r e p o r t \ . 

. . ~ ' * * ^ a c f tile ™.»^i*» of *hs day's action to the Regimental I 

Commander. ..The.Battalion knew comparatively nothing of what I 

i 

. r̂ Lĝ .-.-̂ . _ . I 

- - - - - . , _ . „ , , , 

• - " ' • ' " - - . - t -



F .4#u*'*- '̂«****»'"«***-**»* «-**#<*-*«*.*W'*'Sw2^ir^s--1'i!*Jf"«s*e^ t-ff-tt wjuM**ii*w-b*>*.^™**i' ^im*^tfm»]0fU*m»~t' •^jciwi^^yyaa^ 
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r 
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E 
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I 
x 
6 

; f Ji'*^*-- .vvv.«i*»t.'-̂ '!r? 
f,~P,„wr,ltf+(itWM ii fHWti • t<t ; ^ > Ĵ  ^ * W % W 

t 

!\\\ ^.^"/^wSf-a 
& * * • * * 

tfltss 

fc***1**!?^^^^ 'r . % ' ^ ^ w ; c j * < ^ * ^ ^ ^ ^ »*w**Ji?jr •mwm^MH^^*- " ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ S H & ' J ^ ^w*.,^ ^ v s ™ > * . ^ ; 4 i i 

was happening t o the 1s t and 3rd Battalios??> a.M r eee l r ed 

abso lu te ly no ind i ca t i on from Regiment as to the sca le of the 

{£eri»$n ft-ktaek A l l ***» -*««— T A . i _ 
-* *i*- s«suaxoifB wete ©Taouated und®r cover of 

aarsEsss to the legiaentsl Aid Statioa* 

The night of the 3 6th nt ̂ nfim^„„ _._ „ , - . 
•-» W V V i t t l 

s a r r e a only by s c a t t e r e d enemy•.artillery- f i r s wfeieb did l i t t l e 

&f*»fg&: 

4* ^ **.T«(W* A M <£>> i f e 

• »a?m .:osthe,17th, -.the -Germans- refi«w«a
:-:::%&6ir - attftoks' 

With ever increasing"pressure* I ana F Companies withstood 

###ga. t e4' "at v^ ̂  * --* *c&s zy Armor ana Infant ry * The Bazooka tsams-of 

I Company in pos i t i on a long-the highway leading in to the l e f t 

-o f B .Oespany s s e t c r aascni i t t i f or •• sto^* a** 

- .• i»i^ • able- •••&**••• -jj^j&atFS'lf •i tk& •• '£om^£.$z:&•:-£iii 

- ^ ----w^^axi '«ani£a5 aiitt i 

{17)'" M iii xgnwsy 
« > > A 9 **»* onlv rsali-B-.^ ood tank approach Into the Battalion 

*Dnni tl r̂ n 

wiJ.^ 
xhe masterful artillery sutmort received. ^ ^ 1 ^ *?**h ^u 

fire of the 81mm and 60mm mortars* nlavAd « ift^^ no**'** «+.̂-r,Tx4«« 
- " ' .•* * " ~ ~ '"** — > — » ^ w J - O ^ J . w -fc-jL S3 « W < J f j | ? A J L i ^ 

•the mmj a t t acks* 
*s — - — . J * J : «a> »*- — Ti 

lha long hours spent in per?eating the Battal

ia 

i«£ii.ire pxmia p^f^a err- wiis arter time* - "". 

At 1100 Hours, a radio message was r@o#iTed from the legi-

mental Commander notifying the Batta"***»* 4*HS* n p-^-^.-- TOQB 
"**' "'" - "» -• ~ + - ~ " J £ ~..,*.,i^ •..,-•1.—.-=-. 

attached to it effaeti¥© at once* The enemy had succeeded in I 

Bittalioa ̂ as no longer in a position to eoatrol thi» c«»i»n 

•Sep 

3£^ 

1!r? 

^a 

^ S 

3 ^ 

« 

- j r — — • / » 

fhe M#sj§aga.-. inaluded. SL ^arief "ata-tama&t •§§ t . n « sa«T"8 - t - * » » - . 5 - r - — r -v 5 S Oi. 

S® 

jam 

3 2 ; 

the situation of the 1st and 3rd Battalions* {1$) 

(17) Personal 
jtayjwn^^*•••yy,̂ »w>,fc^<c<wft^Tgwatf-wrf^B^^wh,*-^>>• rhHĵ Oji •<«Wf«iM«^.»»ln* , 'y*W^» , ' ," *,f ^ • w ^ * t * » ^ r 1 - " > « « * ^ v * ' ' 

jwsM*̂/ >#. ' '^^>^^^^ir:S^i : ' '^^^v^^Cr^v -. 

n 
A S 

• ' i r^ -y? - " **r,-'-"*fi 

-3 i as 

AA-'./^^^t.^vf^r'** * i » * «» • <v/*•,»»< V . - - 4,.i • * > . • » ) , f j ,>•( ',i 

1 ' 
_-'*f3J/, 

i > - . - l>* rH*J 

» r«>» ^ , > . \ * - ; » , . > V , T J V! >• »/JV^ 
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•• M*'." ,. •' ^ .:"•.'-'*''&"*; .;-'"vt"'~'T •l'ilifti /";rJ>%*??r''-;i''':-" 

p i 

» *»•»».-* H*s-fc*/. tf-j.t': ~ •* 

*.f! • i h r t f i * ' . - ' n . 

- , -ycwZr ' 
r.. ,H. X'(.4>V . H ~ V . ...,«.•.',;', sAj^ '^v . - ' -^ ' '- >'.. ,'• / , .., 

At this point*' a flashback to t M first dayfs act ion will _1 

assist in farifying the sostmeni Made earlier regarding the total I 

laok of ability of the Battalion Commander. I -
' - . • . • • • : . • : . . • ! 

" ' •••:• I - ' • 

Immediately upon the comma no ©msni of the initial enemy J 

barrage., he M a literally flown to the protection afforded by the J 

dugouts which had been prepared in the vicinity of the dP* TJieftf" ] 

U«-- ••- -*&e c&wer.s§:'':l'E'-'3h &t tiie fir at day* "~ """" ; _•*"* 

finally, under ec?er of darkness^ he was ordered out of the dug-* ! 

out...to .relieve ..hifeeelf * ..He offered net one wotl.of assistance = 

during the entire aetion, and his presence was almost forgotten i 

njmamhar5 of the staff --ezeept when #0mton# inadT#rt#atly I-

. - - • : • - > • • - ' - • - ' - : • • • - • • • " - - i -

stumbled over iiim* f 
• ' • ;v>-''l|'l\!. ^ . • . M t f , * .:.(.>:'.„:•'"; ;" . . • • - , . - , . •• • • — 

- • ' - .•••.'.....• . • .-, .,:•:.,... ,/,|-.-. • .-•;.;.. O f . g ) , ,-,., , .:., 

Mx, 1400 hours» the Assistant Eeglmaniai 3-3 ©6a® into tiî - -.;:••;. 1 

..CP. H€> brought a mtssags from the Begi&ent&l Commander ordering 7 

an 1.mmftfii»t.*i withdrawal to positions in rear of *LU& to fcho west 1 

of those presently occupied* (See Map B) The Battalion wad 1 

or&mrzm to dig-is in the aew...ai?ea a M ti# la. with the 3rd Battal** 1 

ion on its right* fhs n ^ ioeation of the Regimental OP in the ) 

^ town of MDERIHOSH i*?a* also given* and 0 GG-ipaay was detaehed, 

rererting to control of the 1st Battalion* 

Telephone contact srith the oompaiii#g had been reeatabllahed-

finyiBg the night; and all Company Commanders were issued a frag« | 

r tion were prepared and givti& to -the offle^i rapreseatatiTss fro^ | 

eaoh nompany who had bo%n ordered back to reeei-Te t-ĥ  detailed- | 
~ ~ 1 

efuir, 5ach Gosipany ̂ as directed to lea?e a coTerin£ force | 
consisting of a aquad frosst each platoon and one machine gun | 

* ^•_«£te£aM4&&&r~s^^^ to.protect the withdrawal* One ' .._L_._. 

•<>OiBa a«f«rt3i'*«i,tat-'^'ttfeh 0 ^ ^ - ^ - S ^ ' Sla& a w t a r s wwA*^sFd«r#d | 

1 
- . . . . . . . . . . , . . 1 • ; • 

,. , vr~...-W- ^f 1 1 . " _Arfe.i»x-JCir;v i i « f '-•:.*» 
4 U.ZT -^'. si: 

•^<Nl*,VV> 
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to remain in place# The Battalion Executive Officer was to 

is ̂ne-s&t-t&lion S=3? captain 

H'obert H* McGee, was charged with the responsibility of moving 

the Battalion te its .nam .-&&mi =r? & S » iia sjsssg^asej^ assign#a two 

e n l i s t e d men t o a s s i s t the Ba t t a l i on Commander who was, by t h i s 
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the Battalion* (19) 

The withdrawal went off as planned with the Battalion 

moving buzk in good order, ani parrying with it all $rew ##iair#d 

weaponsexoegtv those with thecovering force* fhis sosssrTatios 

Of .ors«...servsd naeaponsj, carried by-fea-na oyer very ruggtcL .saô -

aoverad so^niry, prw^i-i&^al^ble later dh." ""liSee'M&B'D} 
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At 1530, the eeirerlng fcroe started to withdraw* It was 

than discovered that tha battalion radio in the Regimental.. 

Command net had been left behind* This oversight proved to-be 

almost a mainr disaster later on. and was the indirect cause of 

ninnerous casualties as will be shown later* The covering force 

aossijaM-er bre&g&s.- tm. radio, bmok with bi^ •»*%5 

The covering force attempted to follow the route used'by 

«*»'• .-. V'jblsjSBi'Kj)*/'.,: 

ths Battalion, but the 0-srmans had succeeded in cutting this 

route* fherefore, this group headed for MDSBIGSH> th© loGatlon 

Of th« RagimentaX GP. 

The GF was reached at 1900 hours. «nd the Battalion SceeutlTe 

£*?£icer reported to tha Eegimental Gomaander to bring him abreast 

(19) Personal knowledge 
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of the Battalion situation before.attempting to rejoin the 

battalion from the rear. 

fhe Hsgi&e&tal Cdssas&nder ordered the remainder gf the coher

ing force to assist in the protection of the or and ordered the 

Battalion Executive Officer to remain with him* (20) 

**?̂ - • t&f.iRi*r-itifl «gj»- ;~? : .. JL.-S. i, V-SrO, i i 

I^U^/rtl^ ~**^»**vtej^t&i^&Y^ h^tss^.rr tr^mrr^ .and...the,... 

Battalion 'positions* Aa at.tempt. was made to contest the Battal

ion through the Artillery radio,but ail calls were answered by 

"*-€—> 

u-ermaii u u e r a u o r s sj^suLxog ^^o^xxtsxi^ &ng.LAS£u 
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and the remnants of the let and 3rd Battalions withdrew towards 

(See Map B) (21) Because the radio had been left 
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of t h e wi thdrawal of t h e negiment* 
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The Battalion had dug in immediately upon reaching its:"aew 

DO si talons* aj attempted ti *o contaet the irs Battalion but could 

find, uo trace or th«m« ^#T?rai small rsr-ysritiri rrom tne *V4rd 

i 

Infantry drifted into the Battalion area, but could furnish no 

news of the general situation* 

On ^he morning of the 18th of December§ the Battalion S™3$ 

sxtar eoni erring with the Company Oasasiandsrs* decided to start 

r--'̂ «̂ — ^ wttikiiA%«tl tzT^^tB MmBIFnSE is ££<̂ t-t*»pi to contact the 
r,4. "i / ** •*.«•» W* **-', '(. •.-'£• 

remainder of the Regiment* The ammunition supply was ruiuixn̂  

dangerously low and the troops were without food. The lack of 
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special winter elothing was takinga severe trail &t t&s vitality 

of tile m®Pxf ana feet frozen because of lack of galoshes made 

walking difficult. £03? many*. ':;-•.•-• .:r-

The lead companies, E and Gf approached M0RBING3H? at- about 

.0900' and found the town very quiet* On approaching the first 

row of houses expecting to find friendly forces, they were met 

*ti.-io.- •..» '» 

•by a withering hail of enemy Email arms fire* (£ee Map jg) 

Surprise was 'eG&plete, sen ̂ ere oeugn^'in exposes poHix^ons^ _iii»_ _ 

the casualty rate was high* Here the lack of communication with 

After recovering from the initial shock, the Battalion was 

reformed* and moved north of the town towards "WIRTSFSUD which 

ha&-tcc2-i2. friendly -hands ̂ hen last hs-ard of .by the., ..S&t-tallc-n* 

CSee^Mag^l) As many of the. wounded as. could be carried ^©rt saade v 

as comfortable as possible and taken along on improvised litters* 

Many nien had to be left as their wounds presented movements 

Company Aid men stayed with them, and made them as comfortable 

as possible* 

Due to the almost complete lack of ammunition, every effort 

was made to move by stealth to avoid %m many O^rmas groups 1& 

the area* A route was selected leading through * deep draw 

which led into WIHTSTILD* i^se ̂ p I) 

About 600 yards short of the town, the Battalion was eaugfet « 

^lB>.&-h%5l QX artiiifry fire — friendly art: 

^j*»»»»*v:gffl"£. 

^ = « ^ ^ ^tiiisry rire rrom "c-he 

122; MttP-B) 
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fhe troops were e&ugnt* m «• |?»ri.«~« *> 

aeep with steep hanks ̂ hich prevented Much dispersion* it* 

• *<. .MiJi^MjSSwr'wA'.1; 

{22} Personal knowledge; sitatemtnt of Captain Robert R* MeSee, 
jJh^^W * i t TS^ «9* 
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useless to-move'to the'tear''"as the unit was in no condition to 

^fihfi.te^ a. fi.sh.t--,witfe--the enes i i L u S X H I H I 
_ *•• • •«£-**&- i».U<£ * i ^ ' ^ ' W feeing* U U T 

their heetictrek, the Battalion was threatened with paMo which 

was averted onlF by the moet h«r@ift-iff nrt«- A ^ H « Offlhara 

sa^3 XT** A , 

gW^W^rftJIfcW1-

«sv i h a H22-h-f:« 14rt«" H 

being carried along# 

& *v *%•*>. g* 4 «r 53^s *• «• ^ **.«» S'#^^4--%: v^D^iia j?*iT±%&Tg&iiT. uQ^ssasaxsg vxrxoer or .& uompany* raced 

forward t o TBmk the uni t f i r i s . and f i n a l ! ? s s ^ noat«nt with 

m outposts (23) However, during Ms absanos, h i s Company ̂ aa 
' * > . .!*!'> l

t«!«>:'H-1.,'."»: •'*• 

gripped by panic and started to moYS ia mob formation back 

n it A 

short time before eplaee&ent just tax: w if c u ** x- a 
!rv=3.*r.: t.SI*-

geliit*'' 'Through"his" efforts"'and piriOMl aiaioiA, he "rallied' a 

f-̂ i,:/qf ;||# :l39g ,aM' -th-s-y rsg^I^M -^s^ircl -s-f-ths ••S-sp^Si* Till: 

man moved fearlessly through the artillery fire and succeeded 

in saving a large portion of his company« 
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AS »OOB «« l ine S-fEl J .i&J*v f i r s S5-5T TTS..?- VJ. ,.'S, .,VT? ^^^ lifted, the uait 

;ef03rmed sM-m^-Tsi isto ^^SfS^l w&ere mas men ̂ ^^- ̂ ^ 
«^ .§llor;D rest. _iaef...;Mîp KJ 

By this time, night had fallen, a M the men were completely 

exhaustsd~ EoweTer^ as soon as the loaatlon ox the Eegl&ent wa.i 

learned froffi t*h# 2nd Division* the «@ary Bsttmlios oc^menoed to 
i 
|.,.,,„. .,„** •'**^m*^^ttm^*m3Mmii^ of the Re«iment« 

xhs Battalion closed into this town at 0200 hours on 19 

" r . * i n i m — - I I ilftii i m m i " 

^pprszisatsly 576 mmn r^MAnm or th%~8$6 i^bieh ^ s the 

strength of the B&tt&iios ^hen the German attaek was launched« 
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i«o«*y pe-reeau.oi us*- authorised number .of"Tight "and heavy 

maehingi miai ana mc^li^ ^4,..k - " - H -•.- fe^S%#-r*a^^f**a 
A«*5i. v?t?r & oas trance 

pppoximataiy 13,000 p i ; All food had been consumed prior 

uo night of 17 December and snow had to b n » M r f ! „ . i j O T ^ 
(24} 

*?lr t i y 3 U m U P t G e results of this actionj The 2nd Battalion, 

Cj^«-"0n I n f a n t r y * t h o u g h r>c~&»&T*AskA i 

w±' u Li« f ¥111T . f*T clothing nseded Li. its* ile&sasln 

sno™' and severe cold encountBrfi^ iW'-if.* 0-«^« **~.a 
»iivs# i i i g y l L O O F 
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_ _. » back, thus xeaving its flanks exposed, had held its « o w,d im^i 
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Ithdrawal. without food OA^M 

^a.ar, uesparateiy low j j ^ i t i ^ ^ G u t off., bahin^ ;*«•«•» 

Unas, and finally brought under h 

.'friendly troops, thi 
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crew served weapons available for further u 
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ae t^~n niviaioli sector bdar 

out the principle that defensive poaiti** nmet-hro ^ p t h la 

order to step a dsti l^in#a 0H |̂ 

I ' • "•<W»*rollod only two of i ts three Battalions in the defense of 

I " = ^ s i s i a i u ^ ™ area. ?h. Third Battalion wa§ asBlaired fcn« 

dual mission of proteotiag the right flank of the Corps ivm. 

prepared positions on this flank, as well as constituting » -
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oxily reserve available to the' Division* In order to cover the 

&*&&&•+ it w&.a .uassssary to place tjhe remaining two Battalions 

on line9 thus leaving tlie Regiment with no reserve and absolutely 

so depth to its defensive line* True, Intelligence indicated 

that this ^as a quiet sector, and the &onth that the.Begitaent 

spent in this area, prior to the German countercffensive* wan 

extremely quiet. However, the aueeess of ths Gera&r* ssuntarattaek 

• proved that a defensive |>o#1tioB5 -without depth, *ani3LOt.hdp̂  to :' 

contain a determined attack in strength* It is my opinion 'that 

' the defense ortYe'enVir^ imficlf^^^^ 

stronger had it been organized in depth in a series of strong 

points ftpmirtending orltieal terrain features* ^hs very ragged, 

ne^lly *wwi*a terrain-̂ o'il̂ .-&*w-.?e»A.-l.t.-â f in this, type , , . 

defense* a^ thete.iK«e.,«»ft3L.*«9tora qfsthe.f±onft., .such ̂ .that _ _ 

occupied by a Company, over which the enemy could have moved 

only small foot elements, not tins armor wn *hieft nio suee*s5 

J l -a, -,». JS. «m. j i 4 * * 1 

r̂ t tp _v* w i i T . -ir -- ,ip 

j« i a t$ . wqv.sapejf ,1944.,. I f t t s l I Igsnes Agencies segaa. ,o 

accumulate information whicii indicated a l a rge sca le build up 

of s t rong enemy forces along the F i r s t Army f r o n t . Every Indica t ion 

Doiiiten to a wei.l planned, very s t rong, c-vjunterorrensive. Tiie T«ct 

t ha t aeiroral sec tors or tne Al l i es i r o m «w» « . U ^ J »=.~-~. -— 

« „ »a«if. notnted to one of tiiose sec to rs ao the l i ke ly point a t 

vvhion the counterattack, would be aimed. However, f rssu from the 

» r» • ! t ( i i i n • *tXJLi *J" " *•-•'. *-" **••-" <J w * v • • — — — '-" = • "-" "*" = 
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t,hat the crumbling German «ur Machine could be rebuilt and geared 
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sp f©r « oo»K!ieyatta©fc of aay ©is** Therefore* Aliisfi i s t e x l i 

gmce made a mistake* which wae a na tu ra l on©, In Tiew of Bast 

i l C P f t r l e n O e , b « t alS«>St a £ ~ t ? l Appsx-HQtxy, Tiney x a i l e d fed 

"believe the evidence, which, by 10 December, showed overwhelm

ing ly t h a t a GOBFit©ratt«f?K: m?s coming and coming soon* l e^e r 

•anderestimate the enemy i s a p r i n c i p l e of m i l i t a r y seisuee and 

the v i o l a t i o n of t h i s p r i n c i p l e proved d i sas t rous to those 

t roops who f e l t the fu l l xore^ of the fiermaa counterat tack* 

mmiAL WIS-THR ommim s 

.nfantry ISi vision were ill equipped 
t 
I 
t 
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i 

They w^ro in a static position with muvzm^nt festricted to the 

minimum, yet they were equipped with nothing hut the ataadard 

wist«? saife^a* Sals pr^r^d wcefully inadequate in ¥&* ne^-p 

snow srz5 titter ooI-*F B S 5 sasualtiss frvs t r s M h f ^ t s.s2 £*£3«& 

f#st were Tery high* Every effort was made to obtain galoshes 

Which OOUld b e WOro GV Îf t h ^ uOaiual b u u l * b u t u e v e r Was t h e 

_». b> i f C A M ML w # W K » w U A j r *» w u a » w ucfcCAMvr **&««•>£ w» w n x 

galoshea without shoes in orier to k@ep feat dry. but it wae 

i3™9*»»ibie. to *?*!*: for .~£F i i« t««s£ iq t h i s fsatarflfssr, as t i t s 

was so g 
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